Residential Window Information

Egress window requirements for bedrooms and basements
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Permit Requirements

Effective January 1, 2007, a building permit will be required for ALL windows and exterior
entrance doors being newly installed or replaced.

Existing Windows

1. Existing bedroom windows are allowed, under local building practices, to be replaced with
windows of the same size when remodeling. The newly installed windows are not allowed
to restrict or decrease the existing egress opening, as with replacing a sliding window with
an awning style window or installing a window with a smaller egress opening. If the
rough opening of the window is to be altered in any way, then it must be changed to meet
the egress window opening requirements observed under the current adapted building
codes. All bedrooms or sleeping rooms are required to have one egress window.

New Construction or Change of Occupancy (use of area)

1. Basements with habitable spaces are required to have an egress window. If there are
sleeping rooms or bedrooms in the basement, each such room is required to have an egress
window.

2. Egress windows shall have a minimum clear net opening of 5.7 square feet, garden level
egress windows shall have a minimum clear net opening of 5.0 square feet. Garden level
windows are defined as a window, with the bottom sill of the window less than 44” above
grade level, but not to extend below grade level. All egress windows are required to have
minimum opening dimensions. The minimum dimension for height is 24” and the
minimum dimension for width is 20”.

3. Any window with the bottom sill below grade level is required to have an egress window
well. The window well shall have a minimum net clear opening of 9 square feet, and shall
have a minimum horizontal projection and width of 36” with the window in a fully open
position (illustration #1). If the vertical interior depth of the window well exceeds 44”
(illustration #2), a ladder must be provided and must be permanently attached to the
window well.
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Please refer to the attached illustrations for more detailed information.
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